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Chapter  2?1  (13  October  1937) 

The  British  Ambassador  said:  "On  the  -/hole,  I  think  it  is  a  very 
rational  plan.  However,  Brians  does  not  want  to  touch  on  ideological 

'].,no,  sc'  i. i  this  respect  anti-communist  clauses  are  unfavorable,  There- 
fore,  how  about  handling  this  anti-communist  clause  by  special  methods  such 

as  the  conclusion  of  a  secret  Sino-Japaneso  pact?"  He  made  this  sort  of 
suggestion.  - 

on  the  morning  of  the  2nd, - I  met  the  Foreign  Minister 

at  his  official  residence.  He  saidt  "The  British  Ambassador  said: 

'England  is  -illing  at  any  time  tc  act  as  an  intermediary,  but  isn't  it 
possible  for  the  Jananese  Government  to  make  the  proposal?'  I  said  'If  the 
Nanking  Government  seems  ready  to  comply,  we  v/ould  like  to  make  definite 
overtures.  However,  I  wish  you  wo  dd  negotiate  with  Nanking  saying  that 
certain  reliable  sources  instructed  you  tc  do  sc.  ''lease  do  not  say  that 
the  Foreign  Minister  said  such  things.'  The  British  Ambassador  replied: 

,rf  I  say  it  is  from  reliable  sources,  it  will  be  of  nc  use,  I  will  not  be 
able  to  negotiate  with  him  unless  I  tell  him  that  you  said  so.'  I  replied: 
'This  is  just  my  ooinicn,  so  you  may  use  the  name  of  Hirota.  Please  say 
that  Hirota  requested  you  to  do  this.'  Later,  the  British  ambassador  said: 
'According  tc  reports  from  Nanking,  they  say  that  Chiang  Kai-shek  is  ready 
at  any  time  to  cany  out  negotiations.  The  only  thing  is  that  it  is 

ficult  for  the  Chinese  to  propose  this  matter,'  I  said:  'If  China  has 
ouch  preparations,  Japan  can  send  an  unofficial  representative  and  meet 
somewhere  around  Shan'hai  vdth  the  Chinese  representative.  It  is  sufficient 
if  England  onens  the  negotiations,  but  it  *411  be  bad  if  she  should  stand 
in  the  for.  and  interveno  as  a  third  party.  It  is  disagreeable  to  have 
interference  from  the  League  of  Nations  and  the-  Nine  Ptwer  Conferences  and 
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I  ’  ould  like  to  he ,iust  the  und cratandfng  of  Bvland.  Of  course,  Japan 
hes  no  monopolistic  desiros  concerning  ri  -hts  and  so  forth  in  China.' 

.loon  watchin  ■  the.  subsequent  doings  of  the  League,  the  English 

representatives  said  at  the  minority  committee:  'This  problem  is  said  t« 

4 

concern  just-  t-.c  countries.  However,  there  is  a  great  amount  of  foreign 
interests  involved,  sc  lot  us  create  a  minority  committee.'  They  have 
created  an  atmosnhere  which  strives  for  Sino-Jaranosc  cooperation,  but 
Europe  is  still  unfamiliar  with  Fur  Eastern  matters  sc  it  was  their 
intention  not  to  interfere  with  the  cooperation  of  Jaoan  end  China.  This 
seemed  to  be  the  result  of  ambassador  to  Japan  Crai  ie's  efforts,  and 
Chiita  will*  never  respond  unless  England  is  oulled  towards  our  side.  There 
are  some  nooolc  in  kriny  circles  who  say  that  wc  should  openly  request  the 
mediation  of  United  States.  It  is  permissible  to  request  the  open  mediation 
of  United  States  v/hon  the  request  which  is  made  of  England  fails,  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  is  such  a  time," 
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